Justine de Mierre
justine@sowhatsthestory.co.uk

07921 334 293

An enterprising theatre maker, storyteller and facilitator, with a flair for creating innovative interactive work in public environments. My career began as a professional actress and director, and has taken me through founding a theatre company, becoming a Clore Cultural Leadership fellow and leading visioning processes at the Royal Albert Hall, to working as a storyteller for adults, children and organisations. I am seeking to continue to pursue my passion for creating and enabling innovative, accessible art, as an artist, facilitator and consultant. 
Directing and Performing Experience

2008 – 2009 as a Freelance Storyteller and Theatre Maker

Hip Hop Theatre Project for PASTEL – Workshop Leader, Director and Devisor

A project for young people with learning difficulties to work together with myself and a choreographer to create and perform a Hip Hop Theatre style show inspired from their own ideas. 
Scratch performance with Oily Cart – Performer and Devisor

A group devised piece in a hydrotherapy pool including song, movement and interaction and a narrative that took the audience of post-stroke adults from a local swimming pool to a mermaid at the bottom of the ocean.

Storytelling for Scamps – Writer and Performer

Storytelling sessions for teenagers with learning disabilities, involving an interactive telling of a traditional or specially created tale, followed by an interactive storytelling session, with participants contributing ideas to create an entirely new story for the characters of the original tale

Storytelling at Storyplaytime – Writer and performer

Five minute stories, both traditional and specially created, told for an audience of pre-school children, involving high levels of interaction, at a weekly session also involving theatrical games and activities. 
2005 – 2007 as Co- Artistic Director of  Monkey Productions


Rough Island Story -  Director and Performer - Devised
Co-directed with Andrew St John, developed through workshops exploring archetypes, set on a council estate on a magical island, performed in and around the audience at O’Reilly’s in Kentish Town
2000 – 2005 as Artistic Director of Ladder to the Moon

  Selected Directing:
The Princess and The Sprite, Gert & Mafeeno – Interactive Character Hospital Residencies
Three week residencies in Children’s Wards involving bedside visits and play room activities, with the characters playing out their story over the whole period e.g. The spoilt Princess banished from her kingdom until she’d created 1000 smiles. Devised using consultation with staff and patients at inspiration.
STAR Project – Workshops & Devised Performance with children of refugees, age 2 - 15
The younger ones went on imaginary journeys and worked with a puppeteer to create their own puppets to take home. The older group worked together to create a ten-minute piece which they performed for an invited audience as part of Refugee Week celebrations. 

PaNTS (Piratical & Nautical Training School) & Superhero School - Interactive workshops 

For 5 – 10 year olds, workshops run by interactive characters (Pirates or Superheroes) involving ‘training’ to be like the characters, costume making, interactive games and storytelling performance
Wandsworth-on-Sea – Site specific, large scale interactive piece

Taking over Wandsworth Shopping Centre with a Walrus, Mermaid and Sailor, Pirates and Pirate boat and 4 tons of sand for a treasure island. 
Sent and Ebe – Interactive street performance for Black History Month

Characters created  from ideas developed through workshops with local primary school children. Ebe (a sky person, guardian of Battersea) and Sent (a visitor from another world) sought help from passers by in Clapham Junction with their quest for knowledge about Black History.

The Turbo-charged Terrific Tooting Show – Street performance and interactive characters 

Developed in consultation with local young people, this 25 minute high energy show celebrated the area and encouraging young people to be proud of their environment. The characters were also used to gather young people’s views as part of a housing association consultation process. 
My Life My Town, Touch the Sky, Tower Town -  Devised youth drama projects
Involving young people  (including those not in employment or education) aged 13 – 18, working alongside professionals (e.g. actors, choreographers, designers, stage managers) to create a show based on their own ideas, opinions, hopes and dreams. Shows were then performed by the actors and young people for the local community 
Dance with Me -  Interactive Character Residency in Elderly Care Mental Health

Consultation with staff and reminiscence work with patients were the inspiration for characters Jack Fleming (a budding American film director from 1930s Hollywood) and Betty O'Brien (an aspiring actress from Tooting). With the patients, Jack and Betty created ‘the best musical comedy film of all time’ - filling Springfield Hospital, Tooting with laughter, singing and dancing.
A Tooting Triumph – Interactive Character Hospital Residency, Elderly Care

Accidental time travelers Tom and Helen getting help from patients in St George’s Hospital Elderly care department,  to collect items from all over the 20th century. Devised using reminiscence work and consultation with staff and patients at inspiration.
  Selected Performing

The Dreamcatcher  -  title role - Solo interactive, part structured, part improvised show

Part of the Wandsworth Arts Festival, the show was about a council cleaner whose job was to clean up the dream’s people leave behind, each dream being drawn from gentle interaction with the audience – resulting in the audience spontaneously deciding to sing Happy Birthday to the character in one performance.  Devised with and directed by Andrew St John 

Astron and Zetron – Astron  – Interactive hospital residency 

Involving two trainee superhero characters, performing at St George’s Hospital in both Children’s Wards and Elderly Care wards using interaction, interactive storytelling and reminiscence techniques, to bring patients into involvement with the story. Devised with and directed by Tracy Bargate
 
The Elves and the Incredible Interactive Story Show – Ellie – Shopping Centre Residency & Schools tour 
Involving interaction with shoppers, a 25 minute show of stories from around the world, and visits to local schools for interactive story. Devised with and directed by Tracy Bargate
Disco Divas – Sparkle – Interactive Walkabout Characters

As part of the Independent Theatre Council's 30th Birthday Celebrations, the Disco Divas spread the magic of disco throughout South Bank, daubing with glitter anyone who was considered funky enough! Self devised and directed.
Wandsworth-on-Sea  - Mandy – site specific interactive character
As part of the Wandsworth-on-Sea project, Mandy the Mermaid was positioned on and old fountain, getting ideas from passers by for setting up her own business while she awaited the return of her sailor who’d nipped out for milk 15 years earlier. Self-directed
Street Show (various parts including a cheese powered rocket) – performing alongside young people in a show they devised with them involving the lives of a group of young people on the Peabody Estate in Clapham. Devised with and directed by Kerry Skinner
1996 – 2003 freelance work
  Selected Directing

Juliet & Romeo – Co-directed with Andrew St John for Monkey Productions. This re-working of the classic tale involving a suicide bomber and a socialite. Performed at the Etcetera Theatre, Camden
Tira Tells Everything There is to Know about herself – by Michael Weller. Performed at the Landor Theatre, Clapham

  Selected Performing

The Little Prince  - lead puppet; Devised from Antoine de Saint-Exupéry's novel;  Performed at The Red Room, Kentish Town; Dir. Caroline Childs
Museum of the Moving Image Actors Company - various characters set in Hollywood 1939 and Muswell Hill 1946; Dir. Andrew Ashmore 
The Alchemist - Dol Common;  Small scale tour around North West for Dead Earnest;  Dir Ashley Barnes
Jolly Jack’s Big Adventure – Various characters; 1000 years of naval history in 20 minutes plus interactive Admiral Nelson on roller blades for Solent People’s Theatre; Dir Mary Swan
Romeo & Juliet – Juliet; Athena the Huntress – Athena;  Devised/improvised performances at The People Show for Empty Space Theatre, developed from a three year performance project ensemble. Dir. Andrew Holmes 
Sitelines – Shanna;  Devised solo piece involving performer and audience travelling 12 miles from Peckham Rye station to Crystal Palace station on a journey of discovery and self-realisation, for State of Space. Dir Simon Bell
Stand up comedian - Regular performances on the London Circuit 
Education & Training
Clore Cultural Leadership Fellow (2005 – 2007)

BA Honours in Economics and Psychology (2.1), University of Cambridge

Postgraduate Diploma in Acting, Drama Studio London
Diploma in Voluntary Sector Management – University of East London
Child Protection Training – Peabody Trust
Basic Reminiscence Training – Ladder to the Moon

Skills
Arts Consultant with particular expertise in organisational development, strategy and fundraising from trusts & foundations

Experienced and accomplished facilitator and workshop leader

Good singer

Instruments played - Keyboard (Grade 7), Recorder (Grade 8)

Circus Skills - Poi (flag and ball)

Driving Licence
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